Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.120; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.8.
Related literature
For our previous work based on the imidazole derivatives as ligands, see: Li et al. (2010) ; Tong et al. (2011) ; Tong et al., (2012) . For related structures, see: Huang et al. (2009) ; Cheng (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Bruker, 2007) T min = 0.971, T max = 0.985 3477 measured reflections 1421 independent reflections 1239 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.038 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.039 wR(F 2 ) = 0.120 S = 1.35 1421 reflections 145 parameters 1 restraint H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.25 e Å À3 Á min = À0.31 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. supplementary materials Acta Cryst. (2012) . E68, o1274 [doi:10.1107/S1600536812013670]
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Comment
The imidazole derivatives can be used to synthesize various types of metal complexes because they contain available Ndonor sites for coordination. Our research group has shown great interest in metal-organic complexes with imidazole derivatives, e.g. 2-propylimidazole-4,5-dicarboxylic acid (Tong et al., 2011; Li et al., 2010) and 5-[4-imidazol-1yl)phenyl]tetrazole (1-tetrazole-4-imidazolebenzene) (Tong et al., 2012) . In this paper, we report the crystal structure of this ligand from crystals obtained under hydrothermal conditions. As illustrated in Fig. 1 , the tetrazole and benzene rings are close to coplanar [dihedral angle, 9.90 (16) °] but the imidazole ring is rotated 37.18 (19)° out of the benzene plane.
The molecules are connected into one-dimensional zigzag chains through tetrazole N-H···N imidazole hydrogen bonds (Table 1 , Fig. 2 ). For the structures of complexes with this ligand, see Huang et al. (2009) and Cheng (2011) .
Experimental 5-[4-imidazol-1-yl)phenyl]tetrazole (0.2 mmol, 0.043 g) in 12 ml of N,N-dimethylformamide was sealed in an autoclave equipped with a Teflon liner (25 ml) and then heated at 413 K for 3 days. Crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvent at room temperature.
Refinement
The imidazolyl and phenyl H-atoms and the tetrazole N H-atom were located in a difference-Fourier but were refined as riding with C-H = 0.93 Å or N-H = 0.86 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, N).
Computing details
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication:
SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 
Figure 2
The one-dimensional chain structure extending along [010], with hydrogen bonds shown as dashed lines. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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